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short, this habit is praised, being an anonymous mean en-
gaged with honour. It appears when compared with am-
bition, to be want of ambition > when compared with want
of ambition, ambition 5 when compared with both, It ap-
pears to be in a manner both: but this seems to be the case
in the other virtues also. Here however the extremes are
apparently opposed, because the mean is not named.

CHAP. V.

OfmeeJcness, which is a mean between hastiness of temper, and
an anonymous defect. This virtue regulates the passion of
anger*

1. MEEKNESS is a mean in anger. Now the mean and
perhaps the extremes also having no peculiar names, we
place In the mean meekness,, which inclines to the deficiency,
which also has no peculiar name, But the excess may be
'called a certain hastiness ; for the passion is anger; but the
things which produce it are many and various.

3. He therefore who Is roused to anger by just causes, ,
and at proper objects, and moreover in the manner that, and
when, and as long as is proper, Is praised Such a man
would be the meek, if indeed "meekness is praised ; for the
meek man is generally undisturbed, and not led by his pas-
sion 5 but feels indignation, as reason would dictate, and for
such motives, and for such a time. But he appears to err
rather towards the Defect; for the meek is not apt to re-
venge, but rather to forgive, But the defect, whether it is
a certain want of proper spirit, or whatever it may be, Is
blamed; for those who are not moved to anger by causes
which they ought, seem to be foolish, as are they who are
not moved as they ought, nor when, nor by proper objects;
for they appear not to feel, nor be pained ; and, not being
moved to angqr, they appear to be incapable of defending